
Marc Chagall
Artist of Love and Dreams



 Marc Chagall was born
        July 7, 1887
   in Vitebsk, Russia.



His real name was Moyshe Segal. Jewish and
the oldest of 9 children, he played violin, sang,
and wrote poetry.

At the age of 13, he decided he wanted
to take art lessons. His parents were not
  happy about this, but they allowed it.

At the age of 20, Moyshe moved to St. Petersburg. He worked
as a sign-painter. At the age of 23, he moved to France. It was
here that he changed his name to Marc Chagall.



In 1914, he went back to Vitebsk for a visit and, due
to the outbreak of war, lived there for 9 years. There
he married.
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Chagall became a French Citizen in 1937. When the Germans
    occupied France in WWII, he fled to the United States.



   Chagall’s work is wide and varied, ranging from set and
costume design to painting, prints and stained glass windows.

Paris Opera House ceiling

  American Windows stained-glass  



 Chagall’s work is inspired by his Jewish tradition and 
    the bible. He developed his style from elements of 
   Cubism and Expressionism and is often cited as one
of the one of the precursors to the Surrealism movement.

The Blue HorseThe Circus Horse The Cowshed



Chagall was prolific. All his works display strong imagery,
a dream-like quality, and vivid use of color.

Chagall is one of the most admired artists of the 20th century.
He returned to France after the war and died there in 1985 
at the age of 97.



Chagall: A Closer Look

Describe: I notice…

Questions it raises: 
     I Wonder..

Speculate: Chagall wanted 
 us to understand…



                           I and the Village is a “narrative self-portrait” 
                         featuring memories of Marc Chagall’s childhood.

                         It’s full of images of Russian landscape and symbols 
                         from folk stories.

                        The woman and some of the houses in the village are
upside down to emphasize the dream-like qualities of the work.

Cows, bulls and lambs figure in many of Chagall’s work as cosmic symbols.

It’s a reflection of Chagall’s dreams and memories.

Many of Chagall’s works have symbols that relate to Jewish folklore.

I and the Village is one of Chagall’s earliest surviving works. It’s an
emotional work - a visual diary- focusing on color, form, & shape.


