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Christmas was Caroline’s favorite time of year. She loved writing Christmas cards and 
looked forward to the day when her parents would take her to the Christmas market 
with all the stalls set up outside the Cathedral.  

 
That year her parents bought her a 
special magic Yule Log and put it next 
to the fireplace, covering it with a 
blanket to “keep it warm”. That night, 
Caroline, who was a very curious little 
girl, crept out of bed and tiptoed quietly 
into the living room where the Yule Log 
was sleeping. She took off the blanket 
and without thinking twice, crept 
inside the hollow Yule Log intent on 
finding out the mystery of where 

Christmas presents came from. 
 
Though it was very dark inside the log, she saw some strange lights at one end. Spurred 
on by curiosity, Caroline started walking faster and faster towards the mysterious 
lights. When she got there, her jaw dropped open in surprise. There was a little teddy 
bear playing ball, some dollies 
having a tea party, and crayons 
racing across the blank pages of a 
notebook. There was also a bicycle 
spinning around all by itself! 
 

“Who are you and what are 
you doing here?” asked a 
bunny as he banged away on 
his little drum. 
 
“My name is Caroline and 
I’ve climbed into the Yule Log to find out where the presents come from!”  
 
“That won’t do! You shouldn’t be here. No one can enter the Yule Log! Don’t you 
know it’s not allowed?” 
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All of the toys then kicked up such a terrible racket, no one could understand what 
anyone else was saying. 
 

“Quiet, quiet!”, shouted the 
rabbit. “We have to decide what 
to do about Caroline and if we 
should let her go. And while we 
think it over, I suggest we lock 
her up where the sweets are 
stored!”  
 
No one dared stand up to the 
bossy bunny. Caroline found 
herself locked up in the candy 
storeroom, surrounded by 

delicious sweets of all shapes, sizes, and flavors. There were also boxes of chocolate 
stacked high, nougat candy, marzipan fruits, gingerbread, toffees, licorice sticks, sugar 
canes, gumdrops, and chocolate coins. Then Caroline heard a voice say, “Watch out! 
They’ll make your teeth fall out!” 
 
She looked round and round 
and finally she spotted a 
strange creature peering out 
at her from behind a box of 
chocolates. 

 
“Who on earth are 
you?” asked Caroline, 
her cheeks bulging with 
candy. 
 
“My name is Ot, and 
I’m an ogre”, replied the creature. “They’ve locked me up in here because I can’t do 
my job properly. Instead of scaring people, I just make them laugh.” 
 

 “He’s right,” thought Caroline.  
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Poor Ot was so ugly he was actually funny. 
Ot explained that he’d lived inside the Yule Log for ages and ages and that he had always 
dreamt of seeing the big wide world outside. Poor Ot was so overcome with sadness that 
as he told his story teardrops trickled down his cheeks, glistening as they fell. 

 
Caroline felt so sorry for Ot that she gave him a great big hug. Suddenly, the whole room 

began to shake. 
 
 “What’s that?” exclaimed 
Caroline scared out of her wits. 
 
 “Shhh!! Listen, listen! Listen, 
can’t you hear them?” asked Ot. 
  
The girl listened carefully. She could 
barely make out the soft voices 
singing this song in the distance: 
 

  Cough up magic Log,   
lots of toys and sweets.  
We don’t want sardines  
or spinach, greens or beans. 
Give us goodies quick,  
or we’ll whack you with the stick! 
 

There was an almighty thump, making the log shake from end to end. 
  

“Cough up magic Log, 
lots of toys and sweets., 
Oranges are fine. 
They’re sweeter than a lime.  
Give us goodies quick,  
or we’ll whack you with the stick!” 
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Caroline was sure it was her parents chanting the old Christmas song. She knew they 
were singing and hitting the magic log with a stick to make it release its presents. 
Caroline thought hard about how she was going to get out of this pickle. 

 
 “I know!” she exclaimed. 
 

“It won’t work, Caroline, it’s impossible,” said Ot in defeat. 
 
Give us goodies quick,  
or we’ll whack you with the stick! 
 
“Now!” shouted Caroline. 

  

And with a running leap they jumped over and dodged all the toys in their way. 
 

“Stop them! Stop them!” shrilled the bunny when he saw them fleeing. “Don’t let 
them get away!” 
 

The ballerina chased after them on her tippytoes. A little blond doll stepped out in front 
of them and the bicycle tried to block their path. 

 
“We won’t make it in time! Caroline, we won’t make it,” panted a breathless Ot. 

  
“Don’t give up, Ot! Don’t stop now!”  
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Caroline was practically dragging Ot along behind her as they dodged everything in their 
path. 
And all the while, they heard the rhyme getting louder and louder: 
 

“Cough up magic Log, 
lots of toys and sweets., 
Oranges are fine. 
They’re sweeter than a lime.  
Give us goodies quick,  
or we’ll whack you with the stick!” 

  
As the last word rang out, Caroline took such a huge leap that both she and Ot went 
flying through the air. They were 
very lucky because they landed 
fair and square a split second 
before a mighty whack came 
down on the Yule Log. 

 
Their heads spun and they felt as 
if they’d been hurled into space at 
a thousand miles an hour. 
Suddenly, they came flying out of 
the magic Log and landed on the 
carpet at Caroline’s parents’ feet, 
just as they were about to whack the log again with a big stick. 
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“Are you alright, Caroline?” asked her mother who was very worried. 

  
“We knew you wouldn’t be able to keep away from the Yule Log! When we saw 
you weren’t in bed, it wasn’t hard to guess where you were!” added Caroline’s 
father. 

  
Caroline was so happy she hugged her parents and smothered them in kisses. 
  

“We thought we’d never get out,” said Caroline. 
  
Soon, Caroline was tucked in bed and fast asleep with her arm around her new friend, 
Ot. 
 
 
 

THE END 
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Draw Me A Story Titles Available 

 

Three Little Pigs                The Magic Tree 

Cinderella        Nasreddin’s Path 

The Little Tailor        The Violin Story 

Tortoise & the Hare      The Little Fir Tree 

Goldilocks       Caroline & The Yule Log 

Tiny Tom         The Snowman 

Pied Piper         The Selfish Giant 

Tin Soldier       Salvador & The Xmas Goose 

Emperor’s New Clothes      The Violin’s Ghost 

Little Red Riding Hood       The Light 

The Clever Girl        Fearless Peter 

The Brown Cow       Death for a Godfather 

Hansel & Gretel       The Sun & The Moon 

Czar Sultan       The Snake & the Maiden 

The Greedy Calculator       The Thirsty Frog 
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